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Practical Research on Vocational Education Based on Wang Gen’s Mind
Theory
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Abstract : Taking the mind theory of Wang Gen, the founder of the Taizhou School in the Ming Dynasty, as its
source, this paper explores its in—depth alignment and innovative integration with modern vocational
education concepts, and takes the regional practice in Yancheng, Jiangsu as a mirror to reflect the vivid
transformation of the spirit of mind theory in the contemporary vocational education system. Through the
modern interpretation of "the way lies in daily life of common people", "Huainan theory of investigating
things" and "the thought of happy learning”, this paper reveals their enlightenment value in reshaping
vocational dignity, reconstructing curriculum systems and innovating teaching methods. The research holds
that Wang Gen's mind theory has injected a value foundation of "respecting the body and establishing
the root" into vocational education, his "simple teaching method" has provided a methodological path
for the simultaneous cultivation of skills and personality, and his "happy learning" concept has endowed
educational practice in the technological era with a warm spiritual core. The localized exploration in
Yancheng not only highlights the spiritual power of regional culture, but also provides a profound humanistic
heritage and practical sample for vocational education with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords : Wang Gen's mind theory; vocational education; the way lies in daily life of common
people; industry—education integration; cultural inheritance; Yancheng
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