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Lu Chenguang's blog post A Comparison of the Information Science Thoughts of Li Zongrong and
Zhong Yixin has guided us to carefully review the development process of China's information science.
We have observed that the "ideological paths" of two groups of scholars are almost entirely different:
one is the group led by Ma Ainai and other scholars in Beijing (hereafter referred to as the "Northern
Team"), and the other is the group led by Li Zongrong and other scholars in Wuhan (hereafter referred
to as the "Southern Team"). The core members of the Northern Team once worked in Qian Xuesen's
research group. As a leader in China's rocket and aerospace technology, Qian Xuesen influenced
the Northern Team to specialize in the study of material objects and use physical-mathematical
methods to solve “information" problems, thus giving rise to the concept of "interdisciplinary research
in information science".In contrast, members of the Southern Team, such as Li Zongrong, Tian Aijing,
Li Yuexin, and Cao Zhilan, are all researchers and practitioners in computer science and technology.
Li Zongrong and Tian Aijing participated in computer research projects and even used the domestic
transistor computer TQ-709. This technical background enabled the Southern Team to delve into
the essence of information, the laws of information phenomena, and the methods of information
processes. Furthermore, Li Zongrong took courses in Western philosophy, which allowed him to
easily break through the limitations of Stalinist philosophy and truly guide the research of information
philosophy and information science with Marxist philosophy—this is the fundamental reason behind the
current achievements of Huaguang Institute. The focus of this paper is to summarize the ideological
path of Li Zongrong and his team in their information science research.
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