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An Analysis of the Factors Behind the Yangming School of Mind’s Leading Role
in Transforming the Late-Ming Travel-Writing Style

FENG Chih-kang

College of Humanities and Education, Guangzhou Institute of Science and Technology, Guangzhou,
Guangdong 510540

Abstract : A study of late—Ming mini-essays shows that, beyond political and economic causes, their plain and
direct style was shaped by the traveling lectures and colloquial “recorded—sayings" vignettes promoted
by the Yangming School of Mind.This paper approaches the transformation from three angles— “the
rise and turn of late—Ming lecture societies,” “state repression as an unintended accelerator of mind—
learning diffusion,” and “the school’s moulding of a plain, dialogic prose style.” Using the “Isomorphism
Theory” from the sociology of literature as an analytical tool,To investigate the multifaceted factors
behind literary transformation during this period through the lens of isomorphism theory.
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