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Distant Resonance: The Mosuo Matrilineal Practice and Its Resonance with
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Abstract : The Mosuo people, characterized by matrilineal descent, a walking marriage system, and female—
dominated family structures, exhibit inherent gender equality and female agency. The pervasive
absence of patriarchal discipline in their language, labor practices, kinship concepts, and bodily
perceptions grants women significant autonomy in production, reproduction, and intimate relationships.
While often romanticized by outsiders as a "matriarchal utopia," Mosuo society is in fact a cultural
choice shaped by specific historical and economic contexts, featuring complex social structures
and mechanisms of power balance. Facing the impacts of tourism and modernity, Mosuo culture is
undergoing challenges of identity redefinition and value conflicts. Nevertheless, as an indigenous
gendered experience, the gender practices within Mosuo matrilineal society demonstrate profound
connections with modern feminist theory. They can offer insights for contemporary gender practices in
China while enriching the theoretical visions and practical approaches of global feminism.
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