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A Study on the Construction and Operation of Bishagang
Chen Jingjing
Institute of History and Archaeology, Henan Academy of Social Sciences, Zhengzhou, Henan 451464

Abstract : As a core site commemorating the fallen soldiers of the Northwestern Army, Bishagang Park, constructed
under the leadership of Feng Yuxiang in 1928, primarily served as a revolutionary memorial while also
functioning as a space for recreation and leisure. The park's main structures, such as the Martyrs' Shrine
and the Martyrs' Tombs, along with their architectural design and naming, reinforced the historical
memory of the Northern Expedition and the spirit of sacrifice for the nation. Compared to national-level
public memorial spaces, Bishagang, as a local public memorial space, exhibited dual attributes: on one
hand, it served as a material carrier that strengthened the internal unity and identity of the Northwest
Army, reflecting the localized aspect of National Revolutionary memorialization; on the other hand, it also
functioned as a material of the revolutionary narrative of the "Three Principles of the People," forming an
integral part of the revolutionary memorial system established during the early years of the Nationalist
Government's "Political Tutelage." The construction and operation of of Bishagang Park before the Anti
Japanese War reveal that, throughout the Nationalist Government's process of identity formation, the logic
of "factional survival" persistently coexisted.
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