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A Historical Investigation and Current Approach to the Publicness of News in
China from the Perspective of Public-Private Relations

Zhang Zhe
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Abstract : As a bond connecting individuals and society, the pursuit of publicness in news has always been
deeply intertwined with the evolution of public—private relations. This article takes the public—private
relationship as the core perspective, sorts out the evolution of China's public—private view from
“respecting the public and suppressing the private" and "using the private to support the public" to the
unity of opposites, and reveals the process of the gradual enrichment of the connotation of news
publicness in the interaction with the public—private view in different historical periods. In the era of
professional journalism, the public nature of news is closely related to the "public" in the political field,
and practitioners adhere to the value orientation of "impartial and private". In the Internet environment,
the influx of private discourse has led to the dissolution of the boundaries of news practice, presenting
characteristics such as "generalization”, "de—authoritalization" and "emotional deviation". Based on
this, this paper proposes to examine the public—private relationship in the digital age with the dialectical
concept of the unity of the opposition between public and private. By adhering to the Marxist view
of journalism, building a new value yardstick, focusing on professional credibility and returning to
humanism, the public nature of news can be reshaped in the positive interaction between public and
private sectors, and the formation of a social community can be promoted.
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