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On the Implementation Safeguards of the Imperial Commendation System in
Ancient China
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Hainan University Law School, Haikou, Hainan 570228

Abstract : China's ancient Imperial Commendation System serves as the indigenous origin of contemporary
national honor systems, with its implementation safeguards rooted in legal norms, procedural oversight,
and error—correction mechanisms. The study reveals that from its embryonic form in the Han Dynasty
to its maturity in the Ming and Qing dynasties, the system constructed an authoritative commendation
framework integrating moral education with social governance through three mechanisms: pre—event
prevention (combining punishment and moral guidance), in—process review (tiered verification), and
post—event remedies (joint liability accountability). However, constrained by inconsistent procedural
standards and subjective penalty discretion, fraudulent commendations persisted, exposing
structural tensions between "rule by virtue" and "rule by law" in traditional governance. Contemporary
commendation systems could draw lessons on integrating punitive and educational governance,
rigorous procedures, and closed—loop accountability, advancing legal standardization, standardized
processes, and rule—of-law-based accountability to harmonize moral and legal governance.
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