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A Study on China’s Self-Constructed National Image from the Perspective of
Conceptual Metaphor—Taking the Promotional Videos of the "Belt and Road”
Initiative as Examples
Liu Yawen, Li Chengjing
Faculty of Foreign Languages of Central University of Science and Forestry, Changsha, Hunan 410004

Abstract : From the perspective of conceptual metaphor theory, this study analyzes the strategies and discourse
features of China's national image construction in Belt and Road Initiative promotional videos. Twelve
representative BRI-themed videos were selected as the research corp-us. Using the MIPVU metaphor
identification procedure, the study systematically identified and categorized metaphorical expressions
within the texts, combining qualitative analysis with classification—based statistics to explore the
discursive function of conceptual metaphors in national image construction.The analysis reveals that
BRI promotional videos predominantly utilize structural and ontological metaphors. Through metaphor
types such as journey, bridge, platform, body, and nature, the videos construct multidimensional
representations of China's political, economic, technological, diplomatic, and cultural identities.
Conceptual metaphor functions not only as a cognitive tool but also plays a vital role in conveying
ideology and enhancing cultural affinity in international communication, thereby achieving a multi—level,
multi-angle, and multifaceted self—construction of China's national image.
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