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The Search for Themes and Natural Spatial Narrative in Domestic Highway
Films in the New Century

Zhu Qiugi
Hebei Institute Of Communications, Shijiazhuang, Hebei 051430

Abstract : Since the new century, the Chinese film industry has flourished, and road movies have gradually
emerged in the Chinese film market with their unique narrative techniques and profound cultural
connotations. This paper explores the search motifs in Chinese road movies of the new century,
including the search for an escape, the search for emotional sustenance, and the search for spiritual
redemption, revealing the deep concern of road movies for contemporary life issues. At the same
time, this paper also analyzes the narrative function of natural space in road movies and explores its
multiple roles as a narrative element, emotional symbol, and witness to character growth. The analysis
of search motifs and natural narrative spaces aligns with the contemporary society's focus on people's
inner needs and holds significant theoretical implications.
Keywords : Chinese road movies; narrative space; motifs
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