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A Comparative Analysis of Religious and Cultural Differences Between
"The Crucible" and "Journey to the West"

Tang Letian, Wang Junru
Dalian University of Foreign Languages, Dalian, Liaoning 116044

Abstract : This paper examines the religious and cultural differences between the Western and Eastern worlds
through a comparative study of the American classic play The Crucible and the Chinese classical
novel Journey to the West. The Crucible reflects the moral oppression and religious extremism inherent
in 17th—century Puritan culture, where religious practices were often intertwined with power, serving
as tools for social control and political persecution. In contrast, Journey to the West embodies the
synthesis of Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism, highlighting the unity between individual spiritual
cultivation and societal harmony. By analyzing specific examples, this study explores the similarities
and differences in the core values, social functions, and attitudes toward human nature in the religious
cultures of the East and the West. Furthermore, it investigates the historical and social reasons
underlying these differences, offering insights into the role of religion in shaping diverse cultural
contexts.

Keywords : The Crucible; Journey to the West; religious culture; East-West comparison; ethical
perspectives
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