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An analysis of Liang Shuming’s theory of statelessness in ancient China
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Since the 1920s, the famous sociologist Liang Shuming realized that the understanding of the way out
for Chinese culture would be conducive to solving China's social problems, so he began to do research
on the way out for Chinese culture. He pointed out that for historical, political, economic and cultural
reasons, China should accept Western science and democracy, but oppose total Westernization. He
believed that total Westernization was not realistic to a certain extent. After analyzing ancient Chinese
culture and using a critical research method while affirming its core, Liang Shuming proposed the
theory of ancient China without a state in "The Essentials of Chinese Culture". This theory was based
on the theory that Chinese society was an ethical society,which formed a division of occupations, and
there was no class cleavage in ancient China. These theories laid a solid foundation for his theory
of no state, making his argument more logical under a certain discourse system, but also exposed
existing problems.
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