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A Comparative Study on the Use of Lexical Bundles in Chinese and American
Doctoral Dissertations in Applied Linguistics
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Abstract : This study explores the variance in the utilization of four—word lexical bundles within doctoral
dissertations on applied linguistics from China and the United States. It does so by compiling a corpus
consisting of abstracts and conclusions from dissertations in applied linguistics by Chinese and
American scholars, and then conducting a comparative study of these four—word lexical sequences
at structural and functional levels. The findings indicate that there is no notable difference in the overall
usage frequency of these lexical chunks between the two groups of doctoral candidates. However,
when examining the usage from structural and functional perspectives, a significant disparity emerges
in the proportion of four—word lexical bundles employed by Chinese and American doctoral students
in applied linguistics. Structurally, Chinese doctoral students in applied linguistics tend to overuse
prepositional lexical bundles and underutilize "it + verb/adjective phrase fragments." Functionally, they
tend to overuse text—oriented lexical bundles and underuse those that are participant—oriented. This
study enhances our comprehension of the disparities in academic writing style between Chinese and
American doctoral students in the field of applied linguistics, offering insights for the improvement of
academic writing skills.
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T (lexical bundles) BiFRy “GaNCHR” “[EERERL” “TUHIRIE" 5, Sfefeih = o0 RS H i —41N0, X EEE s —ii
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2001; Chen&Baker, 2010) ¥, FENBFEI, NS B TR RN SIS A PG s T TEAAEAL A T P B e A A (5
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Doctoral dissertations f&ai#KJy CCDD) A& E R FHE S A -8 it
5258188 4 (A Corpus of Abstracts and Conclusions of American
Doctoral Dissertations fajffhN CADD), CCDD SR R m e H |
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AN% 307 | 3053 | 234 | 2355 | +9.03 | 0.002
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E of R BRI S, 2% 2007) RS Hi A E A A
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fERESSE S EPEENTR, XA R LA i Y & 2L
S ZHEHFRRE R RS, Bl “in terms of
the” “in the process of " % ", FE A S 2# ML Tl e
it FT REETDOE P MR TGS R R B,
BB T BT SMAEIEEEEHONM, “about” “due
to” , MR BN 2 TRBRAMEASE, B
DUEE S AL S (TR, GBI R L —Fhs
WA B RS 5= RS RS, BRI /RS LBlE B EA
ZIAIZR, SR FARIE OS2, I3 “in the context
of” “on the basis of” &Mk, FTLNEIMHI N AR GIERER
B ECRIAE, TR BB S AR . P A
W E ARSI B AT R & TR E N R S L
(LL=+15.13, P==<0.05), Tighiiabeiise(7id it 3 SAOShAG
/AR B I T SR E N TR 4 (LL=—14.04,
p=t<(0,05), 1&FOX PG A AT AE 28 5 S R RSO 5t
HE=SE, EEPARSWE, WS ENMEHEN it is widely
acknowledged” FIA—PMA, SO TREENEF A AL, X
FERSPHEOAGE, P E NS S AT R s 22k =
HINLEHERT R Dy Tt (2013) B RN B F AT DA S
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4ty ’ ’
prm | FEAL | 45 | 438 | 33 | 332 +1.71 | 0.192
Tl P o | 75 746 32 322 +17.27 sk
LEg |46 457 65 654 | +10.08 | 0.002
AN ] 295 | 3918 | 220 | 2214 | +11.12 | e
e 19 189 18 181 +0.02 | 0.898
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WA | I/
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Tl (78
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112 | EDUCATIONAL THEORY AND RESEARCH




Fe3FoR, FENBIETFELEREIASERT 2, (A2
BTEENAESEEL, £ 5 ER LIEF BEF 2
(LL=-9.02, P=0.003<0.05), # 30545 R5EELE (2017) B4
S, S 5RHPE R TEESEE SIS W ESNETE, #E
FACNMEEASA, HiBIEHIFeah R, Tirh R G S e
AREFHEAE A FIATFMEGHSER, SEAARERERIA 7
S5EBREFRS, 82 S8 mES S, WAL o21) B
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A AT BT IV ) T B R AR P A STESR, AT S
S 5RO R I T S E Y A A

E
o
&

AT FENS LA AT 1 S BT 5 2 e SO R B

243t

RSO, IEHFIT R D SEREFT TR . BT R I
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FUTREEE, FEZENSSMIREATRNE, FES
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