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Trade and Art: A Study on the Exchange of Oriental Paintings on the Maritime
Silk Road in the Late Ming and Early Qing Dynasty

Lu Mingzhu
Jiangsu University, Zhenjiang, Jiangsu 212013

Abstract : During the late Ming and early Qing Dynasty, the Maritime Silk Road became an important channel
connectingthe East and the West, and became an important channel to promote the prosperity of
economic and trade as well asthe exchange of culture and art. Oriental painting, as a unique art form,
was introduced into China through this channeland had a profound impact on Chinese art, With its
unigue brushwork, color application and cultural connotation.Oriental painting enriches the forms of
expression of traditional Chinese painting, stimulates the creative inspiration oChinese painters, and
promotes the diversified development of artistic styles. At the same time, the spread of Orientalpainting
has also promoted the interaction and cooperation between Chinese and foreign artists. Through the
exchangeof skills and the collision of ideas, the level of artists' skills has been improved, and new
vitality and creativity has beeniniected into Chinese art. In addition, the circulation of Oriental paintings
in the Chinese market reflects the openattitude of Chinese society to foreign cultures and promotes
the diversified development of the art market. TheMaritime Silk Road is not only a channel for product
circulation, but also a bridge for cultural and artistic exchangesproviding an important platform for the
spread of Oriental paintings in China.
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