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Research on Contemporary Science Fiction Translation from the Perspective
of Cultural Translation-- Take the English translation
of the "Three-Body” Problem as an example

Li Hanai
Northeast Forestry University, Heilongjiang, Harbin 150000

Abstract : Cultural translation plays an important role in contemporary translation studies, especially in science
fiction translation. This paper takes the English translation of the Three-Body Problem as the research
object to explore its cultural background, translation challenges, cultural transformation strategies,
artistic value and cultural influence. The study notes that The Three—Body Problem blends ancient
Chinese philosophy and scientific concepts, showing the influence of Taoism and Confucianism on
the interaction of characters, while reflecting the suppression of science in the Cultural Revolution,
which provided translators with complex cultural and scientific terminology. Through the strategy of
combining domestication and foreignization, the translator successfully conveys the depth and richness
of the original text and improves the artistic effect of the translation. The translation not only improved
the understanding of Chinese culture among Western readers, but also aroused the attention of the
international academic community to Chinese science fiction literature and promoted the development
of related research. Therefore, this paper emphasizes the importance of cultural translation in science
fiction, and calls on future translation work to pay more attention to the excavation and transmission
of cultural elements, so as to promote the exchange of Chinese and Western cultures.
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