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Study on Balancing Geopolitical and Economic Interests of China-Myanmar
Economic Corridor from the Perspective of Energy Security

Li Chengijin
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Abstract : The China—Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC) is a strategic initiative under the framework of the Belt
and Road Initiative, which aims to enhance the economic connectivity between China and Myanmar.
Despite its huge potential, the corridor still faces significant challenges that prevent it from playing its
full role, particularly in the areas of infrastructure, regulatory coordination, political stability and energy
security. This paper discusses these key bottlenecks and proposes a comprehensive strategy to solve
them. Infrastructure development was highlighted as a fundamental imperative, highlighting the need
to improve transport networks, modernize port facilities and upgrade energy infrastructure to facilitate
smoother trade and energy flows. Regulatory coordination between the two countries is also essential
to reduce trade barriers, streamline customs procedures and create a predictable business environment
to attract investment. Political and security cooperation is essential to ensure stability in the corridor,
and efforts should be made to strengthen political dialogue, security cooperation, and resolve ethnic
conflicts in Myanmar's border areas. In addition, diversification of energy sources and supply routes
is recommended to enhance the resilience of energy trade networks, reduce dependence on single
routes and mitigate the impact of disruptions. By addressing these bottlenecks through coordinated
efforts and sustained investment, CMEC can develop into an important artery for regional trade and
energy exchanges, driving economic growth and promoting deeper regional integration. The successful
implementation of these strategies is not only conducive to China and Myanmar, but also conducive to
regional stability and sustainable development
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