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An interpretation of Mill’s Utilitarian Thought

Zhang Xinyu

School of Marxism, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350

Abstract :

Mill” s utilitarianism was formed on the basis of inheriting and developing Bentham’ s utilitarianism,

and proposed that happiness is the only “good” worthy of desire. Mill made many supplements and

amendments to Bentham’ s utilitarianism, including the concept of “utility” , the quality of happiness,

the pursuit of happiness, etc. These supplements and amendments made utilitarianism mature from

enlightened egoism. At the same time, Mill made a concise demonstration of his own utilitarian thought,

and these arguments also led to the criticism of utilitarianism by non-utilitarian thinkers. Although we

can find some problems with Mill’ s utilitarian system, its principles have become the basic coordinates

of social progress, and they still have great appeal today.
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