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In the process of engaging in commercial exchanges between civil subjects, the seal is a very symbolic
and representative object, which is the “signature” of the company’ s internal management affairs
and external rights and obligations. This kind of “signature” can be altered and forged through
various ways, so as to achieve the effect of fake, cause the chaos of economic order and social
order, and affect the trading environment, especially the national seal [[] Chang Yu. On the crime of
forging official documents, certificates and seals of state organs [ J] . China Journal of Criminal
Law,2000,(03):35—-39.] Therefore, both the Criminal Law and the Public Security Administration
Punishment Law crack down on this behavior. In 2020, the Tongshan District Court of Xuzhou City
tried a case that aroused widespread discussion in the practice circle: Zhang Mei, a worker, was
convicted by the court of forging the company’ s special contract seal and using the official seal
to sign a subscription contract with the company. Many scholars believe that he was sentenced to
punishment for forging only one official seal, which may be suspected of occupying the applicable
space of the Law on Public Security Administration Penalties. Article 280 of the Criminal Law and
Article 52 of the Law on Public Security Administration Penalties can punish the act of forgery of seals.
Because the boundary between the administrative violation of the act and the constituting of a crime is
very vague, it brings difficulties and disputes to the identification of judicial practice, and even occupies
the application space of the Law on Public Security Administration Penalties. Therefore, it is necessary
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Abstract :
to clarify the crime and non—crime of forgery of seals.
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