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Integration in Diversity: Ability-oriented General Education in World-Class
Polytechnic Institutions

Xiao Rong, Liang Xiaobo
College of Basic Education, National University of Defense Technology, Changsha, Hunan 410073

Abstract : As an important part of higher education, general education acts as an important means for
universities to implement liberal arts education, whole—person education, and cultural quality education.
This study systematically sorts out the basic ideas and curriculum settings of general education in five
world—class polytechnic institutions. Results show that via a diverse integration of curriculum settings,
the general education system of these institutions aims at cultivating students’ core liberal abilities,
which include mathematical thought, humanistic quality, practical ability, innovation ability, cross—
cultural communication ability, interdisciplinary ability, academic writing ability, and so on. Hopefully this
study will provide a frame of reference for the curriculum construction and reformation of polytechnic
colleges in our country.

Keywords : general education; curriculum setting; integration in diversity; ability-oriented; world-
class polytechnic institutions
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