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China’ s higher education is at a critical stage of transformation and faces many challenges.
Although the higher education model has contributed to the rise of many countries, China has
not been able to effectively surpass the “late—developing exogenous” model. The crux of
the problem lies in the lack of localized “Chinese-style” innovation and over-reliance on
international experience. In the future, the key to building a powerful country in higher education
lies in promoting “Chinese—style modernization.” We must deepen our understanding of higher
education activities, laws, development models, and essential functions. Institutional and cultural
innovation is the cornerstone of achieving world—class universities. Although higher education
research originated in the West, China has initially established a unique discipline system. In
the future, we should break the path dependency, integrate Chinese and foreign outstanding
achievements, and improve research levels. Higher education has entered a mature stage and
needs to be repositioned in serving the national development strategy, recognizing its mission
and functions. We must promote socialist construction with modern education, assist in national
rejuvenation, explore the local logic of higher education development, balance the internal
and external development needs of education, and reshape the essential functions of higher
education.

Chinese characteristics; strengthening the country through education; higher
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