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Theoretical Analysis of the Impact of China Laos Railway
on China Laos Economic and Trade Relations

Zhang Dongmei
Kunming Railway Bureau Group Party School, Kunming , Yunnan 650208

Abstract : The point axis development theory, industry correlation theory, and geopolitical strategy theory
reveal the inherent mechanisms of the impact of high—speed railway construction and operation
on the economy — agglomeration effect and diffusion effect. This paper takes this as an analytical
tool to analyze the role of the China Laos railway in the economy. Firstly, it has had a significant
impact on the spatial layout of Laos’ economy. By creating the *“one axis, three cores, and
multiple development belts” structure of the Laos North South Economic Corridor, Laos has further
consolidated its geographical advantage in connecting with the markets of the Indochina Peninsula.
In addition, with the help of the accessibility assessment model of the relevant regions of the China
Laos Railway and the theoretical framework of the strength of economic ties between cities, it shows
that after the opening of the China Laos Railway, the connectivity between cities and towns along
the line has been significantly enhanced, which has promoted the timeliness and convenience of the
flow of resource elements, and enhanced the ability of urban agglomeration and outward radiation.
Third, the China Laos Railway has brought positive changes to China’ s economic landscape. It has
not only promoted the construction of the Indochina Peninsula Economic Corridor under the “the Belt
and Road” initiative and made substantive breakthroughs, but also realized the complementarity of
resource advantages between China and Laos.
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