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On Plato’s Early Idea Theory

Hao Jianxin
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Abstract :

Plato criticized the absorption and inheritance of early Greek philosophy, expanded Socrates’

“universal definition” , and put forward the “theory of ideas” . Ideas exist a priori before concrete
things. The concrete things and phenomena mentioned by Plato in the three parables provide a good
inspiration for people to better understand the theory of ideas. Plato’ s early idealism explained the
ever—changing phenomenological world from the standpoint of essence, and believed that “good” is
the highest morality and has the highest value significance.
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