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Abstract :

“Purple” is a representative work of American writer Alice Walker, which tells the story of the growth

process of a black woman named Cyril. This article analyzes the gender identity of Xili and Shag

from the perspective of queer theory, and explores the complexity of gender identity in novels. The

queer theory, as a theory that studies sexual orientation, advocates that gender identity and sexual

orientation are constructed by society and culture. This article argues that in “The Purple,” both Xili

and Shag have a certain degree of fluidity in their gender identity. When faced with oppression such

as race, gender, and class, they constantly challenge and reconstruct their gender roles and identity

through self-awareness and interaction with each other.
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